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MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT , 

Bedwellty  House, 
TREDEGAR,  Mon. 

September,  1950® 


To  the  Chairman.  & Members  of  the 
Tredegar  Urban  District  Council. 


Mrs . Powell  and  Gentlemen, 


It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I 
submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949 , which  has 
been  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular'  2/50  (Wales)  , 
issued  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

As  my  predecessor,  Dr.  E.  T.  H. 
Davies,  retired  from  his  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Urban  District  of  Tredegar  at  the  end  of 
February  of  this  year  (from  which  date  I succeeded  him  to  such 
office)  the  period  under  review  covers  the  last  full  year  of 
his  work  in  this  sphere. 


I am  sure  you  will  wish  to  join  most 
readily  and  wholeheartedly  in  tribute  to  Dr.  Davies,  who  had 
held  this  responsible  office  since  April  1914.  He  can,  no  doubt 
recall  with  much  gratitude  and  pride  the  active  part  he  took  in 
the  many  changes  brought  about  towards  progress  in  the  field  of 
public  health  administration  and  procedure  during  those  many 
years,  and  although  his  services  to  the  Council  were  on  a part- 
time  basis,  the  results  of  his  leadership  in  this  direction  are 
well  reflected  in  the  improved  sanitary  conditions,  the  health 
and  well-being  of  the  community  at  large,  so  amply  emphasised  in 
the  comparable  vital  statistics  for  the  district  recorded  year  by 
year. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  of  the  District s- 

Parish  of  Tredegar  4,3^0  acres. 

Parish  of  Dukostown  3?  7^8  acres. 

8,148  acres. 


Rateable  Value  of  the  District  ...  £70,811. 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  .rate  ...  £245* 

Amount  per  pound  of  rates  Levied 

for  the  District  (Year  ended  31/3/50)  •••  £!•  2.  3® 


The  population  of  the  district  reached 
its  peak  in  the  year's.  1924-25,  when -the  figure  given  was  26,380. 
The  depression  during  the  years  that  followed,  brought  about  a 
gradual  exodus,  especially  of  the  younger  people,  to  more  pros- 
perous areas,  resulting  in  a steady  decline  leaving,  in  1939  5 ^ 
estimated  population  figure  of  20,6oO.  This  drop  continued  some- 
what during  the  war  period,  but  an  upward  trend  is  again  noted, 
for  the  post  war  years,  and  the  Registrar  General's  estimate  for 
1949  is  20,090. 

The  natural  and  social  conditions  of 
the  area  fully  described  in  earlier  reports,  altered  little 
during  the  year. 
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Geographically  situated  at  the  northern 
entrance  or  gateway  of  the  head  of  the  Sir  howy  Valley,  and  lying  on 
either  side  of  the  niver  Howy,  almost  at  its  source,  the  district  has 
an  altitude  of  between  800  feet  above  sea  level  at  Bedwollty  Pits 
Village  on  the  southern  extremity,  to  1,350  feet  at  Trevil  Quarries 
in  the  north. 


Physically,  the  upper  portion  of  the 
district  lies  above  the  outcrop  of  the  South  Wales  Coalfield  upon  the 
Farev\/eil  Rock  or  Millstone  Grit  and  Limestone  Rocks  which  still  contin- 
ue to  give  employment  to  a considerable  number  of  workmen  at  the 
Quanries,  feeding  the  limestone  for  use  at  the  Ebbw  Vale  Steelworks. 

The  lower  portions  of  the  district  have  on  either  side  of  the  valley, 
mountainous  ridges,  formed  of  Pcmnant  Sandstone  overlying  the  coal 
measures. 


In  shape,  the  map  of  the  district 

resembles  the  form  of  a ’’kite'* , being  over  seven  miles  in  its  length 
through  which  the  river  Howy  traverses,  the  mountain  mor elands  in  the 
northern  limits  stretching  to  a width  of  about  three  miles,  tapering 
along  the  valley  to  a few  furlongs  in  width  at  the  southern  extremity . 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR . 


BIRTH  RATE. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Live  Births  ( Legitimate 

187. 

192. 

379- 

( Illegitimate 

4. 

4. 

8. 

191. 

196. 

387. 

producing'  a birth  rate  of  12.21  per 
1,000  population,  compared  with  19*67  for  1948s  21*35  for”l947$ 
22.28  for  1946  and  16.63  for  1939- 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

Still  Births  ( Legitimate  5*  1*  6. 

( illegitimate  - - 

5.  JL.  _6. 

Which  gives  a rate  of  0.29  1,000 

population  as  against  0.45  for  1948 1 0*56  for  1947°,  r. Ip  - for  1946  and 
loOl  for  1939. 


births  (Live  and 


The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 


Still)  is  as  follows  s- 

1949 

15.26. 

1948 

22.44. 

1947  

23.09. 

1946  

49.14. 

1939  . . * ... 

57.69. 

DEATH  RATE. 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward 

transfers  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  number  of  deaths 


dur  ing  1949  , was  ; - 

Males. 

Females . 

Total. 

/ 147. 

109. 

256. 

Resulting,  in  a Death 

Rate  per  1,000 

population  of  12.24.  This  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  rate  of  11.59 
for  the  previous  yoo*1  hut  well  below  the  figure  of  13*52  recorded  for 
1947. 
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Comparable  figures  for  the  earlier  years  are 


11.54. 

19.93* 


# 

1946  - 11.771  1945  - 10.74?  1944  - 

1930  - 10.37?  1914  - 17.90;  1901  - 

MATERNAL  DEATH  RATE. 

Although  during  the  year*  there  was  no  fatal  ease  of  puerperal 
sepsis,  one  death  was  attributed  to'  other  maternal  causes. 

For  the  past  ten  years , the  total  number  of  deaths  under  this 
heading  were  nine,  and  for  four  of  these  years,  namely  1948,  1946, 
1943  and.  1942,  a nniln  return  was  shown. 

The  rate  for  1949,  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  births'  s- 


puerperal 

Other  Mater nal 

Sepsis . 

Causes. 

Total 

England  and  Wales. 

0.27. 

0.71. 

0.98. 

Mon.  Administrative 

County.  0.l6. 

1.33® 

1.49. 

TREDEGAR  U.D.  . 

Nil. 

2*54. 

2.54. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  million  women  aged  15  - 44 

is  j- 

From  abortion  with  sepsis  8. 

From  abortion  without  sepsis  4. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY . 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  s- 


M ales . 


Females. 


Total. 


Legitimate  9*  3*  12. 

Illegitimate  - 1.  1® 

Giving  a rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  3 3 . 99 . again  a very 
decided  improvement  to  the  previous  year.  This  is  a remarkably  low 
figure  and  is  the  best  ever  yet  to  be  achieved  for  the  district.  A 
few  comparative  figures  are  given  below  1- 

1948  - 40.82 ? 1947  - 47.28;  1946  - 56.18? 

1924  - 73.4?  1914  - 125.00 ; 1904  - 190.00. 

The  rate  of  legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  31.66 , a ratio  of  two  in  sixty-three. 


The  rate  of  illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate- 
live  births  was  125 9 a ratio  of  one  in  eight. 

There  was  one  (female)  death  from  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  (under 
2 years  of  age)  during  1949,  as  compared  with  a mortality  of  unil(l 
for  1948  and  three  (males)  for  1947* 
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SUMMARY . 


c 


■ *■■■■■  • • ■ 

BIRTH 

RATE. 

DEATH  RATE. 

Live  births 
per  1,000 
population. 

Still  births 
per  1,000 
population. 

All  ages 
per  1,000 
population. 

Under  1 
yr.  per 
1,000  live 
births • 

England  & Wales. 

16.7. 

0.39. 

11.7. 

32. 

Monmouthshire. 

18.2. 

0.58. 

12.1. 

42.7. 

TREDEGAR  U.D. 

19.21, 

0.29. 

12.24. 

33*59. 

The  highly  satisfactory  birth  rate  and  also  the  low  infantile 
mortality  figure,  are  the  most  pleasing  and  outstanding  features 
of  the  Report o 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  death  rate  is  a little  above  that  for 
the  Administrative  County  and  the  figure  is  even  more  so  when 
compared  with  that  for  the  County  as  a whole. 

However,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  your  area, 
together  with  the  fact  that  there  wa.s  no  unusual  or  excessive 
mortality  from  any  cause,  I think  you  will  agree  with  me  in 
characterising  the  "State  of  Health"  of  Tredegar  for  the  year 
1949  a.s  generally  good.  comparing  favour  ally  wi  th  the  remainder  of 
the  County  and  also  wiuh  the  rest  of  the  Country  taken  as  a whole. 

* O * o * o * 

General  prevision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area . 


The  many  changes  which  took  place  in  the  Local  health  services 
by  the  comirg  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Services  Act, 
194o5  were  fully  remarked  upon  in  the  previous  Report.  The 
adequacy,  efficiency  and  development  of  these  services  are  matters 
which  no  doubt  you  follow  with  great  interest,  and  your  Officers 
are  at  all  times  ready  to  co-operate  in  all  possible  ways  with 
those  Statutory  Bodies  whose  function  and  responsibility  it  now  is 
to  provide  and  maintain  them. 


The  Public  Mortuary  was  used  during  the  year  for  the  reception 
of  23  bodies  (20  males  and  3 females) . 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

WATER. 

The  water  area  of  the  Council  has  been  well  supplied,  and 
every  effort  made  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  purity. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  filtered  during  the  year  was  s- 

At  the  Nantybwch  Filtration  plant  ...  394,588,100  gallons. 

At  the  Georgetown  " " ...  63,093,600  " 


457,681,700 


M 


Of  this  amount  i - 


1239874.9 74  gallons  were  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  Bedwellty 

U.D.C. 

15 307?  874  gallons  were  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  Rhymney 

U.D.C . 


Completion  of  certain  of  . the  schemes  of  comprehensive  works’ for 
the  improvement  of  both  of  the  Council's  water  undertakings  (as 
prepared  by  their  Consulting  Engineer , Mr#  V.  Cory  Goddard?  M.Inst.C.E 
were  mentioned  in  the  previous  Report.  Further  stages  of  the  works 
continued  in  progress  during  the  year. 


Approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses,  and  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  5- 


Dw elling  Houses. 

(a)  Total  in  district  5>355* 

(b)  Direct  service  to  houses  5 9 3^6 • 

(c)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  29 • 


Population. 

19,090. 


18,994. 


96- 


SMP1§S  (submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Services  Laboratory,  Newport. 
...  • - < during  the  yean.) 


Bacteriological  Examination . 


Satis  factory. 

Uns 

at is  factory . 

RAW.  TREATED. 

RAW. 

TREATED.  To^a1, 

TREDEGAR  'U.D.  SUPPLY.  3*  31* 

19. 

±c  p4. 

Chemical  Examination. 


Su 

RAW 

t is  factory. 

. TREATED. 

Unsatisfactory. 

RAW . TREAT  ED . To  tal , 

TREDEGAR  U.D.  SUPPLY. 

1. 

- 

1, 

The  supply  of  the  Ebbw  Vale  U.D.  now  only  servirg  but  a 
small  portion  of  the  Sirhowy  district,  has  a tendency  to  plumbo- 
solvency.  The  use  of  load  pipes  is  prohibited  in  this  area.  Ho 
instance  of  contamination  by  lead  was  revealed,  neither  was  trace 
of  same  detected  in  samples  taken  during  the  year. 


RAINFALL. 

Extracts  from  the  recordings  of  Mr.  David  Davies,  the 
Council's  Water  Manager,  who  takes  the  rainfall  at  the  Shon  Sheffreys 
Spring  (1,204  feet  above  ordnance  datum)  gives  the  following  items 
of  information. 

Total  rainfall  for  the  year  1949  — -- 

(As  against  67*83  inches  for  1948)  • 
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54.61  inches. 


The  three  wettest  months  of  the 


year  were  s- 


c 


October  with  a rainfall  of  .. 

November  n »*  ft 

December  M »»  »t  it 

The  three  driest  months  of  the  year  wore 

July  with  a rainfall  of 

June  M » ft  n 

March  M M " if  , . 

Number  of  dry  days  during  the  year 
Number  of  days  with  a fall  of  snow 


11.15  inches, 
8.12  inches. 
7*15  inches. 


• 1*08  inches. 

• 1g73  inches. 

• 2,37  inches. 

166. 

3* 


Open  Air  Swimming  Bath . 

Situated  in  ideal  surroundings  and  within  the  precincts  of 
Bedwellty  Park,  the  open-air  swimming  pool  continued  durirg  its 
sixteenth  season  to  be  a great  attraction  to  the  younger  element 
for  healthy  exercise  and  recreation. 

1947.  1948.  1242. 

Number  of  bathers  • ...  36,549.  25,14 7.  53,961. 

Number  of  spectators  ...  5,991.  3,968.  7,606. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage • 

Practically . the  whole  of  the  district  is  well  provided  with 
stoneware  subsidiary  sewers,  which  are  linked  up  to  the  main  sewers 
laid  along  the  river  bed.  The  Western  Valley  's  (Mon. ) Sewerage- 
Board  (of  which  the  Council  form  a constituent  Authority)  have 
control  of  the  trunk  sewers. 

The  cleansing  and  repair  of  choked  or  defective  drainage 
systems,  both  public  and  private,  is  pressed  for  immediately  upon 
receipt  or  discovery. 

Rivers  and  Streams . 

The  river  Howy,  with  a number  of  small  tributaries,  traverses 
the  length  of  the  district.  Every  vigilence  is  exercised  to  prevent 
the  dumping-  of  refuse  along  its  banks. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  water-carriage  system  is  almost  universal  throughout  the 
area.  An  estimate  of  the  number  of  each  type  of  closet  is  a,s 
follows  J- 

(a)  Number  of  pail  or  privy  closets  (including  several  of  the 
chemical  type)  to  isolated  farms,  cottages  and  other 


premises  where  there  is  no  sewer  available  ...  ...  50* 

(b)  Number  of  closets  with  fixed  receptacles  . ...  ...  8. 

(c)  Number  of  closets  with  moveable  receptacles  ...  ...  5* 

(d)  Number  of  water closets  (with  flushing  apparatus)  ...  34/0* 

(e)  Number  of  waterclosets  (hand-flushed)  ...  ...  2186. 
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Public  Cleansing: . 


This  important  branch  of  the  Public  Health  Services  was  well 
end  regularly  maintained  throughout  the  year,  including  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse,  street  cleansing,  care  of 
public  conveniences  etc. 

The  quantity  of  salvage  materials  collected  and  disposed  of  was 
45  tons.  8 cwts.  2 qrs.,  making  a total  of  1,026  tons.  6 cwts  . 3 qrs  • 
since  the  inauguration  „f  the  Council’s  Scheme  in  July,  1940. 


ROADS . 

Of  the  total  of  approximately  41  miles  of  roads  in  the  district, 
13*204  miles  are  classified  as  under 

(a)  Trunk  Road.  A 465. 

Merthyr  - Abergavenny  Road.  From  Waenpound  to  the 

boundary  of  Rhymney  U.D.  at  Princetown  ...  ...  2*50  Eil£ 

(b)  Class  1 Road.  A 4048. 


From  Sirhowy  Bridge  to  Pochin.  (Northern 

boundary  of  Bedwellty  U.D.)  ...  •••  4*01  mis 

(c)  Class  11.  Road.  B 4256. 

From  Queen  Victoria  Street  to  the  Rhymney  ' ■ 

U.D.  boundary,  at  Heath  Cock  ...  •••  1»39 


(d)  Class  111  Roads. 


(1) 

From  A 465  near  Crown  Inn,  Nantybwch  to 
Quarrymen’s  Arms,  Trefil  ... 

...  1,85  mis 

(2) 

From  A 465  near  Railway  Hotel  to  Station 
Road  near  Crown  Inn,  Nantybwch  ... 

. . . 1*21  mis 

(3) 

From  A 4048  at  Morgan  Street  via  Shop  Row 
to  Ebbw  Vole  U.D.  boundary,  'near  Mountain 
Air  Gate  • • • 

...  1.112ml 

(4) 

From  B 4256  near  Cefn  Golan  Cemetery  to 
U.D.  boundary  south  of  Mountain  Ash  Inn  ... 

1.132  ml 

about  1, 

The  number  of  street  gullies  in  the  district  is 
500. 

estimated,  at 

Vermi  no  us  Infestations . 

A largo  number  of  complaints  of  verminous  premises. and  articles 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  D.D.T.,  Gaum  ex  are  and  Funute  preparatio 
were  mainly  used  for  treatment,  in  either  powder  or  liquid  spray  xorm, 
with  very  good  results. 

In  several,  instances  of  heavy  infestation,  a blow  lamp  was  used 
to  augment  the  chemical  treatment. 


Rodent  Control . 

Work  under  the  provisions  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction) 
Act,  1919,  and  the  Infestation  Order,  1943 5 continued  throughout  the 
year,  in  close  cooperation  with  the  Infestation  Control  Officers  ox  the 
Ministry  of  agriculture  and  .Fisheries,  South  wales  Division,  whoso 
ready  service  and  assistance  e.t  all  times  is  much  appreciated. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  your  sewer  system  were  again 
undertaken  during  the  year,  with  satisfactory  results. 
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CIVIC  EXHIBITION. 

Hold  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 

& Fisheries  (infestation  Control  Division)  at  the  Town 

Hall , TREDEGAR,  February  8th « to  12th.  1949,  

This  very  successful  event,  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
South. Wales,  which -attracted  more  than  three  thousand  visitors,  (includin' 
organised  parties  of  schoolchildren  and  representatives  of  a number  of 
neighbour irg  Local  Authorities) , was  officially  opened  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Council,  supported  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  other  Members  of  the  Council,  together  with  Mr.  C.  Denton  Hornby  and 
Mr.  Richard  Dabies,  representatives  of  the  Ministry. 

The  exhibits  included  i- 

(a)  The  Ministry's  well  balanced  standard  display,  demonstrating  Rodent 
and  other  Pest  Control  Methods , together  with  the  intermittent' showing 
of  five  short  sound  films,  entitled  s- 

rtThe  Pied  piper".  "The  Town  Rat".  "The  Farm  Rat". 

"Flies".  "The  Rabbit". 

(b)  A very  striking  adaptation  of  "A  Clean  Shop"  as  against  "A  Dirty  Shot 
staged  entirely  by  the  Tredegar  Industrial  & Provident  Society,  by 
arrangement  with  the  Managing  Secretary,  Mr.  Eddie  Jones,  J.P. 

(c)  Messrs.  Lyons'  impressive  feature  and  magnificent  show-piece, 
indicative  of  the  various  processes-  and  the  precautions  taken  in  the 
menu factur e of  Ice  Cream. 

(d)  The  "Food  Advice"  exhibit  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  showing  in  a,  simple 

yet  for  enable  manner,  the.  'Right'  and  the  'Wrong'  way  for  the  storage 
of  food  commodities  in  the  home.  y ' 

(e)  A well  set  out  stand  with  models,  by  your  Water  Department,  giving  an 
excellent  and  fascinating  depiction  of  the  work  entailed  in  the  treat- 
ment and  purification  of  public  water  supplies. 

(f)  Showing  some  aspects  in  the  work  of  the  inspection  and  supervision  of 
food  supplies,  together  with  a number  of  specimens  of  diseased  meat, 
canned  and  other  foodstuffs,  infestations  of  flour  meal  etc.. 

Specimens  demonstrating  the  importance  of  clean  milk  production  and 
tabulated  photographs  showing  Messrs  • H.  Gwyn's  Tredegar  Dairy  and 
plant  for  the  process  of  pasteurisation  of  milk. 

(g)  A unique  collection  of  pathological  specimens,  kindly  supplied  by 
Dr.  Scott  Thomson^  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Cardiff, 
with  developed  plates  showing  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
infectious  and  other  diseases,  milk  samples,  water  sanples,  the 
retarding  efficacy  of  penicillin  etc. 

(h)  A well  arranged  collection  of  cookers  and  appliances  by  your  then 
Gas  Department,  with  special  reference  to  water.- heaters  in  relation 
to  clean'  food  handling,  together  with  a very  informative  diagram 
telling  the  story  of  gas  from  the  coal  face  to  the  domestic  appliance. 

(i)  Through  the  good  offices  of  Mr*  William  Davies,  The  South  Wales 
Electricity  Board,  gave  a very  neat  display  of  electrical  appliances 
for  promoting  cleanliness  and  hygiene  in  the  shape  of  a refrigerator, 
cooker,  washer,  vacuum  cleaner  etc. 

(j)  "Safety  First"  was  brought  home  by  a very  telling  exhibit  by  the  Men, 
County  Committee,  giving  facts  and  figures  of  the  toll  of  the  road,  a 
catchy  working  model  with  illuminated  local  lettering  etc. 

(k)  Your  Housing  Estate  Manager  secured  a very  fine  show  of  models  true 
to  sc  ode  and  detail  of  modern  housing,  a.  school  and  also  a.  Public 
Health  Clinic  . 
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(1)  Last 5 but  not  least , a comprehensive  display  by  your  Engineer/ 

Surveyor's  Department,  of  plans  and  drawings  of  local  improvements 
and  projects  undertaken  both,  past  and  present  and  contemplated  in 
the  future. 


In  addition  to  the  exhibition  itself,  a lecture’ on  'Food  Hygiene 
given  by  Dr-  Scott  Thomson,  : Director  of  the 'Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Cardiff,  at  the  Assembly  Room,  Bedwellty  House,  proved  most 
interesting-  and  informative,  as  also  were  the  series  of  evening  sound 
film  shows.  The  films,  which  were  much  appreciated,  included  s- 

"Your  Very  Good  Health1*.  "Old  Wives  Tales". 

"One  Man's  Story".  "penicillin". 

The  Council's  thanks  was  conveyed  to  the  Ministry,  the  exhibitor 
and  all  who  contributed  in  any  way  and  assisted  towards  the  success  of 
this  effort,  which  cannot  but  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  community. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  Off  THE  AREA . 

WATEftCLQSETS  . 

New  stone  or  brick  w at er closets  erected  23) 

Indoor  water  closets  provided  7)  ••• 

i 

Closet  buildings  renovated  ...  ... 

New  pans  to  water closets  fixed  ...  ... 

Foul  and  choked  watorclosets  cleansed  . •> . . 

Flush  tanks  and  water  supply  to  water  closets  installed  ... 
Flush  tanks  and  water  supply  to  watorclosets  repaired  ... 


HODS  E2RAINS  . 

New  stoneware  drains  laid  ...  . * . 

Choked'  housedrai ns  cleansed  ...  » • • 

New  stoneware  gully -traps  fixed  to  housedrai  nS  ... 

Defective  drainage  systems  remodelled  . ••• 

(including  the  provision  of.  inspection  chambers  and 

ventilating  shafts) 

HOUSING  DEFECTS . 

Roofs,  eaves  troughirg  & downpipes  provided  or  renewed  ... 
Window  frames  and  sashes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Firegrates  and  ovens  repaired  or  renewed  ... 


General  repairs  to  houses  carried  out 
Yard  and  floor  pavements  renewed  or  repaired 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  ... 

Doers  and  doorframes  renewed  or  repaired 


30. 

69. 

73’ 

159. 

66. 

69. 


38. 


202. 


173. 

59. 

3.4. 

128. 

47. 

l6. 

48. 


HOUSING  DEFECTS  (Cont«d) . 


c 


Internal  wall  & ceiling  plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed  ...  .105# 


External  wall  rendering  renewed  or  repaired 


9. 


Various  other  nuisances  abated 


162. 


NOTICES. 


Infoima.1 

Formal 


2^: 


INSPECTIONS  AND  REVISITS. 


Common  lodging  houses  ...  . .. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

Slaughterhous  es  ...  ... 

Shops 5 stalls  etc.  ...  ... 

Factories  and  Workplaces  (including  Bakehouses) 
Pig  styes,  stables,  chicken  cots.  etc.  ... 

Housedrains  and  waterclosota  ..  ... 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ... 

Infectious  Diseases 

(investigation  and  disinfection)  ... 
Various  other  inspections 

(Including  verminous  infestations)  ... 


53* 

130. 

755. 

305. 

123. 

47. 

375* 

650. 


35. 

630  e 


3 9 103c 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1937. 

1*  INSPECT  IQS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health, 
including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector)  . 


PREMISES. 

No . on 
Register. 

Number  of  ;; 

Inspections . 

Written 
Notices . 

Occupiers  | 
Prosecuted;. 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3,4,& 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities! 

(11)  Factories  not 

included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

(Ill)  Other  Pr anises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers premises.) 

41. 

1 

62. 

1. 

li 

| 

- 

I 

1. 

32. 

38. 

1. 

i 

! 

16  • 

23. 

2. 

t 

f 

f 

| 

TOTAL  . . . 

89. 

123. 

4. 

- ! 

-10- 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


HOUSING. 

As  in  most  districts  up  and  down  the  country , "Housing"  in 
Tredegar  remains  the  most  urgent  and  major  problem  confronting  the 
Local  Authority.  This,  despite  the  strenuous  efforts  put  forward  by 
the  respective  departments  concerned  and  the  zeal  and  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  itself,  which  has  at  least  resulted  in  the 
good  progress  made  to  date  in  their  post-war  housing  programme. 

Much  has  been  said  in  earlier  reports,  reciting  year  by  year  upon 
the  very  many  instances  of  bad  housing  conditions,  the  acute  shortage 
of  decent  accommodation  within  the  district,  and  the  evils  resulting 
therefrom. 
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Until  such  time  as  the  pace  in  the  provision  of  new  housing 
accommodation  reaches  a stage  so  as  to  render  it  possible  to  launch 
bold  attack,  by  the  wholesale  demolition  of  worn-out  properties  in  the 
older  parts  of  the  district  and  the  recondi tionirg  and  improvement  of 
other  low  standard  dwellings,  every  endeavour  is  being  made  to  relieve 
these  dire  circumstances , which  many  people  are  compelled  to  endure, 
by  requiring  only  the  most  essential  works  of  maintenance  and  repair 
to  such  places.  The  difficulties  encountered  in  enforcing  those  meas- 
ures coupled  with  the  shortage  of  materials  and  labour,  and  also  the 
restricted  limitations  imposed  by  building  licence,  is  evidenced  by 
the  amount  of  work  entailed  in  statutory  action,  to  the  extent  of  legal 
proceedings,  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

Having  regard  therefore  to  conditions  generally,  it  is  small 
wonder  that  the  number  of  applications  for  tenancies  of  Council  houses, 
where  up-to-date  amenities  can  be  enjoyed,  is  high,  especially  where 
so  many  young  families  are  forced  to  live  in  unsuitable  apartments  or 
share  insufficient  accommodation  with  parents  or  in-laws. 

Moreover,  quite  a proportion  of  the  existing  dwelling-houses  of 
the  district  are  owner- occupied  and  during  recent  years  a good  percentag 
of  these  people  have  striven,  as  far  as  space  and  resources  will  allow, 
to  provide  and  instal  modern  facilities  and  conveniences . 

■*  * 

14  Certificates  were  issued  during  the  year,  upon  application, 
to  tenants  under  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts, 

1920  - 1938 . ’ 

* * * * 

Councils  Housing  programme  - progress. 


Temp. 
Pre-fabs . 

Perm.  . 
Pre-fabs. 

Tradit- 

ional. 

Total  0 

Humber  of  houses  completed 
during  1949 

150. 

89. 

239. 

Number  of  houses  in  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of 
1949 . 

22. 

52. 

74. 

Number  of  houses  sanctioned 
by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health 
but  not  commenced  at  the  end 
of  1949 

28. 

- 

28. 

Total  number  of  occupied  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority 
at  the  end  of  the  year  — 822. 


Ho  houses  were  erected  by  private  Enterprise  during  1949* 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 


MILK  SUPPLY . 

Every  effort  was  made  throughout  the  year  to  ensure  that  the 
milk  supply  of  the  district  was  clean  and  safe,  attention  being  paid  to 
all  the  various  stages  in  production,  storage  and  distribution. 

The  bulk  of  the  supply  is  imported  and  is  heat  treated,  a.  large 
proportion  comirg  from  distribution  centres  in  West  Wales  and  the  West 
of  England  Counties. 

The  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  tabulated 
below.  (No  positive  results  however,  were  reported  of  tuberculosis 
discovered  by  guinea-pig  inoculation  in  respect  to  any  of  the  samples) . 


designated”  Milk  Samples . 


GRADE  * 

Number  of  samples  which 

Satisfied  Test. 

Did  not  satisfy  Test. 

Ttl. 

PASTEURISED . 

21* 

id. 

31- 

T.T.  PASTEURISED.  : 

7. 

2. 

9c 

' * 1 

TOTAL . 

1'  i 

280 

12. 

40  o 

Routine  Milk  Samples . 


Raw  Milk. 

Heat  Treated. 

Total. 

Number  of  samples  reported  as 
conforming  to  a satisfactory 
Bacteriological  standard. 

32c 

5* 

37. 

Number  of  samples  reported  as 
Bac  t cr i 0 logic  al ly  uns  at is  f ac  t or y . 

24. 

• 1 
■ ! 

2. 

■ 

1 

26. 

TOTAL. 

56. 

7. 

63. 

Licences  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulatic 
1936  to  1941,.  were 

pasteuriser's  Licence  ...  1. 

Dealer's  Licence  to  sell  . 

pasteurised  Milk  ...  7* 

Dealer's  Licence  to  sell 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  4. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations , 1949 . 

Milk  (Special  Designations ) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations , 194-9. 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (pas teurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations  , 1949 . 


These  three  sets  of  Regulations , which  re-enant  with  amendments 

earlier  Regulations , came  into  operation  on  the  1st.  October , 1949. 

The  principal  administrative  changes  thus  brought  about  are 

1#  The  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  ha.s  become  responsible 
for  the  registration  of  dairy  farms  and  of  persons  carryirg  on  or 
proposing  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  dairy  farmer. 

2.  Licences  to  producers  of  raw  milk  to  use  any  special  designation 
shall  be  granted  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
while  Local  Authorities  will  'continue  to  grant  licences  to  dealers 
to  use  special  designations  in  respect  of  such  milk. 

3*  provide  for  a new  special  designation  "Sterilised  Milk",  Licences 
in  respect  of  pasteurising  and  sterilising  establishments  will  be 
issued  by  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities,  but  Local  Authorities  will 
continue  to  be  responsible  for  all  other  licences. 

Fees  for  licences  have  been  dispensed  with. 


Re-registrationirg  and  licences  in  accordance  with  the  previsions 
of  the  above  Regulations  were  issued  at  the  commencement  of  1950* 


Ic o-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  eta.)  Regulations  1947* 

periodic  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  all  registered 
premises  where  ice-cream  was  manufantured  or  retailed,  the  number 
being  s- 

Manufacturero  (Cold  Mix  only)  — . 8* 

Retailers  — 18  • 


The  results  of  the  64  samples  taken  during  the  year,  as  shown 
in  the  tabulation  below,  stresses  the  impor  tanc  o . and  necessity  for 
improved  methods  and  precautions  in  its  preparation,  handling  ana 
storage  by  those  concerned. 


Humber  of  samples  Classified  Grade  1 

it  m n •»  " 2 

ii  «t  m ii  it  3 

m it  ii  ti  " 4 


18. 

17. 

12. 

17. 

64. 


During  the  year,  information  leaflets  (prepared  by  your 
Second  Sanitary  Inspector)  setting  out  details  and  precautions  „ . 

necessary  in  the  following  subjects,  were  distributed  to  the  respecti  .. 
traders,  food  handlers  etc. 


(a)  Clean  Milk  Supply. 

(b)  Iee-Cream  Maufacture  and  Handling. 

( c ) Food  Poisoning. 

(d)  Cysticercus  Bovis . 
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MEAT  AMD  OTHER  tPODS  INSPECTION . 


Systematic  inspection  of  tho  food  supply  of  the  district  was 
carried  out  throughout  the  year,  and  all  the  attention  possible  given 
to  this  very  important  and  necessary  duty  at  all  jjlaces  wh er e food  is 
pr  epar  ed , d ep os  it  ed  or  expos  ed  for  s el  e . 

Government  Scheme  of  Food  Control  (Centralised  Slaughtering) y 
and  Meat  Distribution  for  the  "Year  1949" . 

Cattle . pigs.  Sheep  & Lambs.  Calves.  Total. 

2,398.  12.  17,490.  l?0o  20,070. 

(as  against  a total  of  16,625  for  1948). 

(22Q  pig  carcases  were  also  inspected,  slaughtered  by  local  pig-keepers 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  Self  Suppliers  Scheme, 
Live  Stock  (Restrictions  in  Slaughtering)  Order,  as  against  128  for 
the  previous  year.) 


IMPORTED  MEAT  received  and  Distributed  during  1949. 


Tons . 

cwts  . 

qrs-c 

lbs  , 

Beef 

328. 

4. 

0. 

7* 

Mutton  & Lamb  .. 

479. 

16. 

2. 

. 8. 

Pork  ...  ... 

10. 

5. 

1, 

22. 

Corned  Meat. 

88. 

13. 

3. 

2. 

Offal  ...  ... 

38. 

11. 

3. 

10. 

945.  ■ 

11. 

2. 

21c 

(as  against  .... 

i,i4$. 

11. 

1. 

i.  for  19480) 

Licences  issued  to  slaughtermen  under  the  Slaughter  of  nnimals  Act, 

1933,  during  1949  were?- 

New  Licences  Nil. 

Renewal  of  Licences  - 23 « 

Unsound  Food.  particulars  of  moat  and  other  foods,  found  upon  _ 
examination  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  are  given  below. .Whete 
possible,  and  under  guarantee,  these  were  salvaged  either  for  industrial 
purposes  or  for  animal  feeding,  and  the  remainder  destroyed 


Tons . 

Cwts . 

Qrs . 

Lbs , 

No.  of  whole 
carcases  included 

Beef (Home  Killed)  ... 
Mutto  n ( M 11  ) . . . 

Po  rk  ...  ... 

4. 

160 

14. 

1. 

0. 

1. 

2£. 

0. 

11. 

53- 

S4. 

• 5. 

' 10. 

■3. 

3. 

Offal 

15. 

2. 

1. 

20. 

0 

CM 

13. 

0. 

23- 

Imported  Meat 
Corned  Meat 
Fish  • . * 

Bacon  . . . 

Butter 
Sausage  . . . 

Canned  & Bottled  Foods 
Various  other  foodstuffs 


1. 

2. 

15. 


7. 

1. 


0. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

0. 


13. 

11. 

14. 

25* 

26. 

15. 
11. 
19. 


22. 


1. 


17' 


(As  against  - 23i. 


18.  2 


9.  for  1948). 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  & OTHER  DISEASES . 


Notifications , 


Brief  Review . 


A Table  of  the  rates  per  1,000  civilian,  population  of 
corrected  notifications  received  during  the  year  1949  for  the  district 
and  also  for  England  and  bales , with  corresponding  figures  for  1948 
for  comparison  is  set  out  below.  Reference  to  the  Tables  appended  will 
give  further  detail. 


Tredegar  Urban 

England 

. and 

Area. 

Wale 

IS. 

AM' 

1948. 

AM- 

1248. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

— 

( - ) 

0.01. 

(0 .01)  . 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

— 

( ~ ) 

0.01. 

(0.01)  . 

Cerebro -spinal  Fever. 

— 

(0.10) 

0.02. 

(0.03) . 

Scarlet  Fever. 

lOv 

o 

» 

o 

(0.90) 

1.63. 

(1.73). 

Whooping  Cough. 

-- 

(0.50) 

2.39. 

(3-42). 

Diphtheria. 

— 

( - ) 

0.04. 

(0.08). 

Erysipelas. 

0.05, 

(0.45) 

0.19. 

(0.21). 

Smallpox . 

— 

( - ) 

0.00. 

( - )• 

Measles. 

0.74. 

(10.35) 

8.95* 

(9.34). 

pneumonia. 

— 

( - ) 

0.80. 

(0.73). 

Acute  poliomyelitis . 

— 

(0.10) 

0.13. 

(0.04) . 

Acute  Polioencephalitis. 

— 

(o.o5) 

0.01. 

(0.00) . 

Food  Poisonirg. 

( - ) 

0.14. 

As  shown  above 3 the  district  was  exceptionally  free  from 
infectious  diseases  throughout  the  year.  only  17  notifications  ( one  of 
scarlet  fever,  one  of  erysipelas  and  fifteen  of  measles)  were  received. 

No  cases  of  food  poisonirg  were  reported  during  the  year. 
# * * # * 

As  a.  matter  of  interest,  the  total  deaths  for  1949, 
classified  into  age  groups  were  s- 


Males . 
Females . 

Under 

1.  5 - 10. 

■ 10  - 20. 

20  -ms. 

.15—  -IS- 

■3*  ’ 

4. 

9.  4.  1. 

4.  1.  2. 

2. 

8. 

9. 

Total. 

"13.  ' 5. : • * ■ 

; 2. 

17. 

' 7o  _ 

45  - 65.  65  - 70. 

hO 

O 

! 

OO 

O 

80  & over. 

TOTAL, 

Males . 

31.  18. 

47. 

26. 

147. 

Females. 

20.  14. 

31. 

22. 

10  9 c 

Total. 

; 51.  32. 

78. 

48. 

256. 
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The  average  age  at  death  for  the  year  (male)  - 6l»21  years. 

M ” " " " " " » (female)  - 60.97  years. 

" " " " " " " " (male  and 

female)  - 6l„10  years. 


^TUBERCULOSIS  &- 

Statistics  showing  th#  number  of  new  ca.ses  and  mortality  during 
the  year,  arranged  to  age  groups . are  given  in  Table  111  at  the  end 
of  the  report.  For  comparison,  £he  figures  for  1949  and  several 
previous  years  are  given  below  s- 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Year.  pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonar-y . Pulmonary.  Non-Pul. 


1949. 

25. 

10. 

12. 

5. 

1948. 

33. 

’4. 

13. 

2. 

•1947. 

21. 

5. 

17. 

2. 

1946. 

35- 

7. 

7. 

2. 

1945. 

25* 

7. 

12. 

- 

1944. 

39. 

7. 

13. 

1. 

1943. 

43. 

11. 

19. 

2. 

1942. 

22. 

9» 

14. 

3- 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  admission  to  (Form  1)  and 
discharge  from  (Form  11)  Institutions  during  1949  were  :- 


MALES . 

FHvIALES . 

pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary . 

pulmonary . Non-Pul . 

ADMISSIONS . 

15. 

- 

8.  3. 

DISCHARGES . 

11. 

- 

8.  1. 

Dr.  T.  F.  Jarman,  Chest  physician,  The  Clinic,  Pontllanfraith, 
kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  in  respect  of  the  year  1949  s- 


Number  of  cases  examined  at-  the 

Clinic  (including  6 home  visits)  ...  ° • 179  • 


Total  number  of  attendances  at  the 

Clinic  (including  63  home  visits)  ...  •••  5°2« 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 ?.  (relating'  to  persons 
suffering  from  Fulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade)  or 
Section  172  of  the  public  Health  Act,  193^3  (relating  totho  compulsory 
removal. to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

It  v/as  found  necessary  for  the  Council  to  arrange  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  soiled  beddirg  in  certain  cases  and  to  compensate  accordingly. 

-17- 


May  I,  in  conclusion,  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  appreciation  for  the  very  willing  support  by  the  Council 
and  the  Officers,  since  my  appointment,  the  loyal' services 
rendered  the  department  by  the.  staff,  and  also  to  acknowledge 
the  helpful  assistance  given  me  by  your  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  (Mr.  C.  G.  Watkins)  in  compiling  this  Report. 


I am.  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 

Lli  utGiiR  G3P  tie  Me  DC  \ 1 4 JuT  i • 


M.B.,  B.3c. , D.-T.M.  & H. , D.P.H.,  M.R.C.Q.G. 
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